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Implications of GBS for the Academy
• Keyword access to contents of millions of books for readers

everywhere; more precise identification of relevant texts
• Improved return on investment in library collections – more hits,

more uses, more citations, possibilities of better/deeper
research

• Empowers the community of libraries to serve more readers via
interlibrary loan

• Certainly will promote sales and reading of books
• Limited by unclear and conflicting views of U.S. and other ©

regimes
– What is possible using the fair use defense?
– Is word indexing of full texts of books a transformative use?

• Digital copies of books returned to libraries for ingestion into
institutional digital archives; an answer to the problem of self-
destructing books printed on acid laden paper

• Potential improvement of research based on digital books



Potential improvement of research
based on digital books; some examples
• Indexing beyond OPAC records and keyword

searching in Google Book Search
– Taxonomic indexing
– Semantic indexing
– Associative Searching

• Services beyond GBS
– Linking of citations to cited references
– Alerts and Recommendations
– Alternate forms of navigation of results: visualization

• Text and data mining for deep faculty research
– Not limited to literary and linguistic topics, but the entire

range of topics & disciplines



Increasing Information Chaos;
long transit to information nirvana

• Easily available information gets used, even overused
• Competition & resulting confusion among meta-

information and full text services
– Scitopia (11 engineering & physics societies) meta-data
– OCLC WorldCat absorbing Medline, GPO, Article First, ERIC

metadata
– Google Scholar

• Incomplete digitization of library holdings, distributed
among many different discovery/reading environments
(Google, Microsoft, OCA, EDL, numerous publishers)

• Archival, manuscript, and rare book digitization
projects will increase complexity

• Sifting through analog and digital mountains of
information for precisely relevant information will
continue to be a challenge


